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ArtReach St. Croix is a non-profit organization dedicated to connecting
the St. Croix Valley communities and the visual, literary and performing arts.

MOBILE ART GALLERY EXHIBIT

ARTWORK, ONCE CAPTIVE HAS GONE FREE

With support from the St. Croix Valley Foundation
and RBC Foundation, the 2024 Mobile Art Gallery
season featured visual and literary artwork

from inmates at Stillwater Prison. Did you know,
Stillwater had a prison before Minnesota was a
state? The Minnesota Territory needed to figure out
where to “contain our rascals” and conversations on
building a penitentiary in Stillwater began.

— Today, the Stillwater
, P Prison provides men with

industrial programming
opportunities during
incarceration including visual
arts and creative writing.

It was the prison’s history
and its educational programs
* that originally connected
ArtReach to the prison for
a joint exhibition in 2017.
Once again, this time via
the Mobile Art Gallery, ArtReach shared inmate’s
artwork and 6-Word Memoirs. Led by art teacher
Jeffrey Guse, the prison’s art program includes art
history and starts with elements and principles
of art. Then, the participants explore graphite
drawing, color theory, pastel drawing, watercolor
and acrylic painting.

WITHOUT SKIPPING A BEAT - VALLEY READS
After nine consecutive years, we were not awarded
the NEA Big Read grant. This did not deter ArtReach
and our partners from maintaining the momentum
of our annual, Valley-wide literary arts project.
Luckily, a local funder, the Hugh J. Andersen
Foundation, stepped in to support the popular
program and fill in the funding gap. This allowed

Detail of Rusty Car
by Andrew Severtson.

additional flexibility. We brought author Luis Alberto
Urrea back to the Valley. And, we hosted a solo
exhibition with new works by artist Dougie Padilla.

In 2022, Padilla’s friend, Ojibwe artist Jim Denomie,
passed away suddenly. Shortly thereafter, Dougie
visited ArtReach’s exceptional show of Jim's work,
Sweet Dreams. To face his grief, Dougie dove into an
intense aesthetic
and spiritual
conversation
with Jim and his
art. Padilla states,
“...the show was
a knockout. And
it knocked me
out, pushed me
further into both
my sorrow and
my ongoing interaction with the spirit world. So,

| created incessantly, in conversation with Jim...”
Within six months, 60+ works of art had been born.
This show was the best of those efforts.

Gallery talk during Conversations with Jim.

Padilla says of ArtReach, “In an art world that is
often stuffy, slow moving, and distant, ArtReach is
personal, attentive, and intimately regional.”

LET’S SHED SOME LIGHT ON THE SITUATION

The grand finale of ArtReach’s facility improvements
came immediately before the annual Members
Show when the old, fussy, halogen lights were
replaced with LEDs. With the help of Chad Feldman
of EME, LLC in Scandia, we outfitted the galleries
with museum quality fixtures. We can now choose
between spots and two different washes. The lights
are also dimmable and remarkably flexible. We are
now able to show artist work in its best light!



HISTORY
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Founded in 1992, ArtReach St. Croix began as the River
Valley Arts Council, a grass roots organization focused
primarily on the visual arts in the greater Stillwater area. It
then evolved into ArtReach Alliance and began integrating
the literary and performing arts, as well as building
connections with other arts organizations in the area. Over
time, these connections have expanded. Today, ArtReach
St. Croix’s mission of connecting communities and the arts
has a valley-wide and multi-disciplinary focus.

Core ArtReach programs and services have taken shape
with the goal of advancing the interconnectivity of the
arts in the St. Croix Valley. To this end, ArtReach prioritizes
arts leadership, creates marketing initiatives such as
StCroixSplash.org, builds cross-promotional programs
such as Take Me to the River, creates capacity-building
opportunities, and hosts literary and visual arts programs
showcasing local and regional artists.

Mission Statement: To connect communities and the arts.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Chris Anderson Ross Higgins
Erik Anderson Jo Strong Howell
Angie Eckel Josh Misner

Gil Gragert John H. Potter
Cecily Harris Jon Skaalen
CONTACT INFORMATION
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224 N. 4th St. Stillwater, MN 55082

Phone: 651-439-1465

Email: info@artreachstcroix.org
Websites: artreachstcroix.org
stcroixsplash.org

takemetotheriver.info

Facebook: facebook.com/ArtReachSTX
Instagram: @ArtReach_StCroix
YouTube: @artreach_stcroix

We acknowledge that ArtReach St. Croix occupies land that is the ancestral home of the Wahpekute people
and the larger O¢héthi Sakowin - Seven Fires Council - alliance of Dakota tribes. The Dakota people today are
here and maintain deep connections to this land and its stories despite genocide and forced relocation.

ArtReach St. Croix will build and strengthen relationships with Indigenous people who currently, or in the future, call
the St. Croix Valley home. ArtReach looks to amplify artists’ voices and draws on the arts to connect communities to

their stories, and to each other.

BALANCE SHEET
ASSETS
Current Assets
Checking/Savings $356,003.50
Accounts Receivable $0.00
Other Current Assets $1,776.89
Total Current Assets $357,780.39
Fixed Assets $429,089.16

TOTAL ASSETS $786,869.55

LIABILITIES & EQUITY

Liabilities Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable $1581.20
Credit Cards $4,732.22
Other Current Liabilities $111,641.54
Total Current Liabilities $117,954.96
Total Liabilities $117,954.96

Equity $668,914.59
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY $786,869.55

2024

COSTS FOR CORE PROGRAMS

M Visual Arts $30,986.00

M Literary Arts $24,973.00

Il Take Me to the River  $3,995.00
Mobile Art Gallery $7,358.00
St Croix Splash $4,062.00

REVENUES

M Foundation Grants $131,500.00
M Corporate Funding  $10,667.00
M Government Grants $0.00

Individual Gifts $34,205.00
Fundraising Events ~ $14,528.00
Fiscal Agency Fees $4,689.00
M Gallery Sales $17,606.00
Il Memberships $3,826.00

Other Earned Income $21,3711.00



Behind the Scenes at ArtReach

Staff:

Heather Rutledge — Executive Director

Marisa Grey - Communications Coordinator
Brianna Samson — Gallery Host & Event Coordinator
Jennifer Anderson - Graphic Designer

Core Volunteers:

Visual Arts Committee - Jenn Anderson, Tom Dent, Gil
Gragert, Diana Hatchitt, Phyllis Hunter, Bev Marx, Craig Parent,
Kristin Prideaux, Barbara Schotl

Literary Arts Committee - Erik Anderson, Lynne Bertalmio,
Jo Ann Dent, Karen Karason, Margaret Pennings

ArtReach relies on many other volunteers for events and
special projects including Take Me to the River, gardening,
facility maintenance, the Gift Gallery and more.

VICTORIA BRADFORD STYRBICKI is an interdisciplinary movement artist working
in dance, video, social practice, and ethnography. Victoria works between her two
Mississippi watershed hometowns Stillwater, Minnesota and Lake Charles, Louisiana
as Executive and Artistic Director of A House Unbuilt. She studied visual arts,
anthropology, and theology at the University of Notre Dame (BFA) and visual arts
and performance and at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago (MFA). ArtReach
visitors may know Victoria from her performance pieces at the Members Shows and
other special exhibitions. What you may not know is that she also volunteers time
each week maintaining StCroixSplash.org, ArtReach’s online event calendar.

DIANA HATCHITT is one of only a few people who has worked at ArtReach since
its move to 4th & Mulberry in 2009. Diana is a long-time volunteer with the Visual
Arts Committee often found hosting receptions, painting walls and managing

the Gift Gallery. Diana’s life as an artist began before she can even remember. She
was raised in Des Moines, lowa to artist parents. After raising her own family, she
returned to artmaking and fell in love with printmaking while pursuing a degree at
Indiana University. Diana is well known for her Mezzotints on which color inks are
applied by hand before each run through the press or hand colored with watercolor
after. She is also experimenting with Monotypes. Diana’s work can be found at
ArtReach’s Holiday Gift Gallery or year-round at the Stillwater Art Guild Gallery. She
also participates in the ArtOPENer and other artist-led studio shows.




2024 SUPPORTERS

Gloria Adrian
Kinji Akagawa & Nancy Gipple
Sarah Andersen
Dave & Amy Anderson
Erik Anderson
Jennifer & Kyle Anderson
Mark Arps
John Atkins & Stephanie Johnston
Stephani Atkins
Colleen & Jim Baldrica
Victoria Barkley
Veronica Barnes
Marianne Barratt
Leslie Batt-Lutz
Kathleen Behrens

& Dana Wheelock
Maureen Bell
Barb Bend
Rick Benson
Julie Betts
Don and Marian Biehn
Robert Briscoe
Sue Broberg
Robin Brooksbank
Alycen Brothen
Marilyn Calver & Tim Parker
Niqui Carter
Ann Caturia
Connie Christianson
Morgan Clifford & Timothy Old
Sue Cranston
Warren & Linda Creager
Dick Crumb
Pauly & Debbie Cudd
Guillermo Cuellar

& Laurie MacGregor
Kathleen Dailey-Skon
Kelly Davis
Thomas & Jo Ann Dent
Jane Dierberger
Leonard & Karen Diethert
Gail Diez
Beth Dorsey
Cordelia Early
Elaine & Mike Eastman
Harriette Eastman
Linda Eastman
Tim Eastman & Carolyn Brown
Melanie Ebertz
Wendy & Tom Eck
Angie & Matthew Eckel
Dick Eichten
Karen Engelbretson

& Steve Nusbaum
Bridget Faricy
Randy Ferrin

& Kathy Trombly-Ferrin
Shirley Gaboury

& Westley Dornseif
Joy Gerard
Martha & Patrick Gerkey
L. Kimberly Gillespie
Mary Gillespie
Sandy Gillespie

Ernest Gillman

Dianne Ginsberg

John Goodfellow

Gil & Kathy Gragert

Jane Grant-Abban

Jill Greenhalgh & Rolf Dittmann
Deanna Grigus

Sharon Grosh

Jan Hallstrom

Amanda Hanlon & Evan Perry
Karen & Kenneth Hannah
Kate Harri & Kirk Anderson
Cecily Harris

Cindy Harrison

James Harvieux

Diana & Terry Hatchitt
Susan Haugh

Jan Hayman

Carol Hazard

Jeff & Lucy Heegaard
Carol Hendrickson

Ross Higgins & Jeremy Chacich
Joanna Howell

Hugh & Jean Huelster
Phyllis & David Hunter
Joel Huser

Gabriella Isaac

Dana Jackson

Peter Jadoonath

Julie Jensen

Bob & Teresa Johnson
Kenneth Johnson & Gwen Partin
Margel Johnson

Susan Johnson

Karen & Dean Johnston
Megan Arney Johnston
Monica & Bob Jones

Kris Joy

Tamara Kaiser

Kristie Kaiser-Frudden
Jami & Steve Flanagan
Joyce Kapaun

Katie Kelley

Gary Kelsey

Eric Kiebel

Jane Kiebel

Susan Knapp

Marianne Kollar

Betsy Kremser

Brad Kruse & Kimberly Faurot
Kathleen Kvern

Sally & Richard Leider
Howard Lieberman & Pat Moore
Sarah Lilja

Pat Lockyear

Larry Loyer & Eric Trosdahl
Carole Lundell

Bob Lyksett

Mike & Nancy Lyner

Tracy Maki & John Dybvig
Carol Malkinson

Beth Marcus

Cynthia Marie

Judy Markham

HOW YOU CAN HELP?

Become a sustaining supporter of ArtReach St. Croix!

Visit artreachstcroix.org/giving and make a difference

in the St. Croix Valley.

Jill Marudas
Bev Marx
Richard McDonough
Debra & John McGuire
Trina McNeely & Garth Morrisette
Michael Melchior
Noreen Miller
Josh & Sara Misner
Mary Beth Mohn
David Morris
Richard & Jean Morse
Brian Nagel
Gwen Nickleski
Stuart Nielsen
John Niemi
Peter Nord
Noreen & Kevin Olson
Anita Otteson
Lynn Pagliarini & Ralph Hapness
Kathy Panciera
Craig Parent
Margaret Pennings
& Dan Guenthner
Carol Peterson
Kristin Peterson & Steve Cardot
Keri Phillips
Claudia Poser
Traci & Andrew Post
John H. & Mary Claire Potter
Teri Power
Melissa Proulx
Tim Quarberg
Paul Quie
Jeanette Richards
Mary Richie
Barbara Robinson
Steven Rolf
Sue Rowe
Karin & Bill Rush
April Rust
Heather & Andrew Rutledge
Brianna Samson
& Andrew Hermansen
Joe Samuelson & Myrlah Olson
Trudi Schaefer
Lisa Schlingerman
Emily Schollett
Barbara Schotl
Charlotte Schuld
Brianna Seipel
Doug Seitz & Joan Beaver
Greg & Katie Seitz
Judy Sell
James Shoop & Kim Murphy
Stephen Simmer
Miriam Simmons
Jon Skaalen
Vicki Slagle
Linda Snouffer

David Sontag

Syndie & Erik Sorensen
Lorie Spiegel

David Spohn

Jeff & Kathryn Stonehouse
Susan Strand-Penman
Surelle Strike

Victoria Styrbicki

Ann & Jim Swanson
Diana & John Swanson
Ben Thietje

Wendi & Ivan Tosques
Chris & Jim Trevis

Tom Triplett

Linda Besk Turrentine
Jon & Nel Van Zee
Marjorie & James Wade
David Waldschmidt
Gracy & John Waugh
Sara Weiner

Sharon Weiser
Kenneth Wenzel
Catherine Weyerhaeuser
Stephany Wieland
Diane Wilson

Ann Wolff

Melinda Wolff

Beth Wood

John Woolley

Kirsten Yocum

Jim & Pam Young

Cole Zrostlik

Anonymous

Fred C. and Katherine B.
Andersen Foundation

Hugh J. Andersen Foundation

Brookside Bar & Grill

First State Bank and Trust

Friday Study Club

The Howard Family Fund

MidWestOne Bank

Noah Insurance

Orchin + Orchin

RBC Foundation

Royal Credit Union

St. Croix Valley Foundation

Summer Fund

Valley Bookseller
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