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ArtReach St. Croix is a non-profit organization dedicated to connecting
the St. Croix Valley communities and the visual, literary and performing arts.

ARTISTS HONE THEIR BUSINESS SKILLS

In line with one of our core values of advocating
for and building partnerships between artists and
community resources, ArtReach hosted “Mocktails
& Motivation.”This monthly event brought artists
together to learn business skills that can support
their artistic endeavors. The gatherings encouraged
conversations structured around Springboard

for the Arts’ proven “Work of Art” program. Topics
included Funding, Grant Writing, Business Plan
Essentials, Customer Engagement and Selling Your
Work. Discussions were led by Syndie Sorensen,
ArtReach’s program and marketing manager. To
ensure there was some fun involved, seasonal
mocktails were served, and social time was set
aside for networking!

SHARING THE CONFLUENCE

OF ARTS, CULTURE & NATURE

ArtReach connected 22 local voices to the We Are
Water MN exhibition to humanize the information
about hydrology, pollution and water conservation
in Minnesota and the lower St. Croix River Valley.
On view at Stillwater Public Library from October to
early December, We Are Water MN is a partnership
with the Minnesota Humanities Center, Pollution
Control Agency and other statewide partners.
Designed to engage curious minds of all ages, from
water enthusiasts to experts and even our youngest
learners, the exhibit
underscores the
fundamental

| importance of

. waterin all our
lives. In tandem
with the exhibit,

a special series

of free programs
were offered,
delving deeper

An array of Water Action Cards.

into the intricate stories of water including the
keynote presentation by celebrated author Anton
Treuer, titled “Native Americans and Logging the
Northwoods: An Indigenous History.” In addition
to the exhibit and programs, Water Action cards
featured the “10 Actions You Can Take Now" for our
waterways, a partnership with A House Unbuilt and
1Mississippi. Ten local artists shared their work to
make the Water Action Cards even more impactful,
allowing us to demonstrate how to work at the
intersection of art and nature.

UPPER WEST SIDE MEETS UPPER MIDWEST
A solo exhibition of original drawings by New
Yorker cartoonist and author Roz Chast was on
view at ArtReach St. Croix as part of the 2023 NEA
Big Read which & AR
featured Chast’s
book, Can’t We Talk
About Something
More Pleasant? The
exhibit featured
originals of her
famous New
Yorker drawings
and less-famous
Midwest work, all
of which touched
on the overarching ArtReach staffers in

themes connected frontof the selfie wall.

to those of aging found in Chast’s graphic memoir
and to other subjects particular to Midwesterners.
Also part of the exhibit was a special commissioned
piece about her first visit, in the early 80s, to her
husband’s native state of Minnesota. This original
Chast cartoon is for sale and proceeds support
ArtReach’s programs and services. Another
highlight of the exhibit was the ‘selfie wall’
installation—agallery visitors enjoyed snapping
photos of each other on the couch!
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HISTORY
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Founded in 1992, ArtReach St. Croix began as the River

Valley Arts Council, a grass roots organization focused
primarily on the visual arts in the greater Stillwater area. It
then evolved into ArtReach Alliance and began integrating
the literary and performing arts, as well as building
connections with other arts organizations in the area. Over
time, these connections have expanded. Today, ArtReach
St. Croix’s mission of connecting communities and the arts
has a valley-wide and multi-disciplinary focus.

Core ArtReach programs and services have taken shape
with the goal of advancing the interconnectivity of the
arts in the St. Croix Valley. To this end, ArtReach prioritizes
arts leadership, creates marketing initiatives such as
StCroixSplash.org, builds cross-promotional programs
such as Take Me to the River, creates capacity-building
opportunities, and hosts literary and visual arts programs
showcasing local and regional artists.

Mission Statement: To connect communities and the arts.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Erik Anderson Jo Strong Howell

Hannah Bredahl Josh Misner
Angie Eckel John H. Potter
Gil Gragert Tim Quarberg
Cecily Harris Jon Skaalen
CONTACT INFORMATION
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224 N. 4th St. Stillwater, MN 55082

Phone: 651-439-1465

Email: info@artreachstcroix.org
Websites: artreachstcroix.org
stcroixsplash.org

takemetotheriver.info

Facebook: facebook.com/ArtReachSTX
Instagram: @ArtReach_StCroix
YouTube: @artreach_stcroix

We acknowledge that ArtReach St. Croix occupies land that is the ancestral home of the Wahpekute people
and the larger O¢héthi Sakowin - Seven Fires Council - alliance of Dakota tribes. The Dakota people today are
here and maintain deep connections to this land and its stories despite genocide and forced relocation.

ArtReach St. Croix will build and strengthen relationships with Indigenous people who currently or in the future call
the St. Croix Valley home. ArtReach looks to amplify artists’ voices and draws on the arts to connect communities to

their stories, and to each other.

BALANCE SHEET
ASSETS
Current Assets
Checking/Savings $292,155.16
Accounts Receivable $0.00
Other Current Assets $80.00
Total Current Assets $292,235.16
Fixed Assets $431,438.56

TOTAL ASSETS $723,673.72

LIABILITIES & EQUITY

Liabilities Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable $854.40
Credit Cards $255.57
Other Current Liabilities $76,208.26
Total Current Liabilities $77,318.23
Total Liabilities $77,318.23

Equity $646,355.49
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY $723,673.72

2023

COSTS FOR CORE PROGRAMS

M Visual Arts $35,314.00

M Literary Arts $25,575.00

Ml Take Me to the River  $4,465.00
Mobile Art Gallery $6,217.00
St Croix Splash $3,342.00

REVENUES

M Foundation Grants  $93,175.00

M Corporate Funding  $13,005.00
[l Government Grants  $20,000.00

Individual Gifts $39,399.00
M Gallery Sales $43,128.00
Il Memberships $4,380.00

Other Earned Income $19,891.00
Fiscal Agency Fees $4,524.00
Fundraising Events  $11,692.00



Behind the Scenes at ArtReach

Staff:

Heather Rutledge — Executive Director

Syndie Sorensen - Program & Marketing Manager
Sofie Cohen - Programs & Engagement Coordinator
Jennifer Anderson - Graphic Designer

Core Volunteers:

Visual Arts Committee - Jenn Anderson, Tom Dent, Gil
Gragert, Diana Hatchitt, Phyllis Hunter, Bev Marx, Craig Parent,
Kristin Prideaux, Barbara Schotl, Susan Strand-Penman

Literary Arts Committee - Erik Anderson, Colleen Baldrica,
Lynne Bertalmio, Jo Ann Dent, Margaret Pennings, Traci Post,
Sarah Rosten

ArtReach relies on many other volunteers for events and
special projects including Take Me to the River, gardening,
facility maintenance, the Gift Gallery and more.

When KATHLEEN BEHRENS retired she wondered what the next chapter of her life
held. She considered becoming an End-of-Life Doula: someone who assists a dying
person and their loved ones with emotional and physical support. When friends of
hers sadly passed away, it was a personal reminder of the desire people have for
peace at the end of their lives. Then, in April 2023, Kathleen attended ArtReach’s

Big Read exhibition Art of Caregiving, Aging, Death & Dying. The show had a
profound effect—it made her realize that there are things people don’t want to

talk about, but NEED to talk about. It was then, Kathleen committed to becoming
an End-of-Life Doula, completing her training in spring 2024.

“This is good work,” Kathleen says about ArtReach’s exhibitions and their relevance to visitors. More than just
art on walls, Kathleen believes that people can come to an ArtReach show and interact with it in their own
way. “Sometimes an art gallery can seem so far away from life” Sometimes one needs escape, and other
times one needs to not feel alone. ArtReach fosters conversations, even difficult ones. Now Kathleen

is guiding people through end-of-life conversations. And that is good, beautiful work.

SYNDIE SORENSEN moved to Stillwater with her husband Erik and three little
kids. Her tenure at ArtReach as Program & Marketing Manager can be measured
by the accomplishments, height and maturity of those (now) young adults. Prior to
moving to Minnesota, Syndie worked in nonprofit marketing and communications
with expertise in media relations, copywriting, journalism and public speaking.
After joining ArtReach in July 2012, Syndie dedicated herself to supporting

artists. Behind-the-scenes, Syndie coordinated the slide review, contracted

artists, answered questions and worked with installation. Importantly, her work
also included communicating with the media and the public to make sure the
exhibitions, gallery sales and art fairs were top-of-mind with Valley residents and visitors. After over a
decade of building systems to support art programs, and building relationships with artists, Syndie’s work
at ArtReach has come to a close. She plans to share her fiber arts in the Members Show and to take more
classes at the Textile Center. She is also looking forward to using her time and energy to support those kids
as they wrap up high school and head off to college—and beyond!




2023 SUPPORTERS

Kinji Akagawa & Nancy Gipple
James & Amy Almendinger
Nance & Michael Anders
Sarah Andersen

Dave & Amy Anderson

Erik & Emily Anderson
Jennifer & Kyle Anderson
John Atkins & Stephanie Johnston
Mark Arps

Colleen Baldrica

Victoria Barkley

Veronica Barnes

Marianne Barratt

Leslie Batt-Lutz

Maureen Bell

Barb Bend

Lynne Bertalmio & Bill Ersland
Julie Betts

Bob & Margaret Boettcher
Tony Bol & Eden Penn

Peter Bornstein

John &Kim Brach

Hannah Bredahl

Emily Bretzel

Alycen Brothen

David & Susan Browne

Kelly Cain

MJ Calvert

Polly Carlson

Leslie Carpenter-Holt

Barb &Tim Casey

Morgan Clifford & Timothy Old
Sue Cranston

Dick Crumb

Pauly & Debbie Cudd
Guillermo Cuellar & Laurie MacGregor
Lou Cunico

Noel Dahlen

Catherine Dauphinais-Oba
Kelly Davis

Carroll Davis-Johnson
Cynthia Demar

Robert & Jill DeMaster
Christy Dickinson

Jane Dierberger

Carol Dittbenner

Beth Dorsey

Judy Earl

Cordelia Early

Linda Eastman

Elaine & Mike Eastman

Tim Eastman & Carolyn Brown
Melanie Ebertz

Wendy & Tom Eck

Angie & Matthew Eckel

Dick Eichten

Andrea Emmons & Won Yoon
Karen Engelbretson & Steve Nusbaum
Randy Ferrin & Kathy Trombly-Ferrin
Jami Kalseim Flanagan

Sue & Wendell Fletcher
Jeanne Francis

Jessica Francis

Martha Frank

William Franklin

Elaine Frederickson

Beverly Geber

Tanya Gerald

Joy Gerard

Martha & Patrick Gerkey
Ernest Gillman

Dianne Ginsberg
John Goodfellow
Gil & Kathy Gragert
Jane Grant-Abban

Jill Greenhalgh & Rolf Dittmann

Deanna Utter Grigus
Sharon Grosh

Sara Halgrimson

Amanda Hanlon & Evan Perry
Karen & Kenneth Hannah
Martha Harding & Gary Noren
Kate Harri & Kirk Anderson
Cecily Harris

Cindy Harrison

James Harvieux

Diana &Terry Hatchitt
Nancy Haugen

Jan Hayman

Jeff & Lucy Heegaard
Carol Hendrickson

Jack & Colleen Holmbeck
Joanna Howell

Hans Huisman

Phyllis & David Hunter
Dana Jackson

Peter Jadoonath

Kenneth Johnson & Gwen Partin

Margel Johnson

Karen & Dean Johnston
Megan Arney Johnston
Joyce Kapaun

Merrily Karel

Katie Kelley

Gary Kelsey

Donna Kidd

June Kolodzeski

Peter Koltun

Christie Kowalski

Betsy Kremser

Brad Kruse & Kimberly Faurot
Cathy L. Larson

Jamie Lauler

Sally & Richard Leider
Lynne LeTart & James Kalb
Sarah Lilja

Pat Lockyear

Lonnie Lovness

Meg Luhrs

Carole Lundell

Mike & Nancy Lyner
Kathleen Macklin

Tracy Maki & John Dybvig
Barbara & Bob Manning
Beth Marcus

Cynthia Marie

Judy Markham

Kenzie Markus

Jill Marudas

Beverly Marx

Angie McBride

Sylvia McCallister
Shannon McCrady

Layl McDill

Clare McDonough
Michael McGuire

Leslie Mclnenly

Trina McNeely & Garth Morrisette

Judy Meath & Xandra Coe
Jim Miller

Megan Miller

Steve Miller

HOW YOU CAN HELP

Become a sustaining supporter of ArtReach St. Croix!

Visit artreachstcroix.org/giving and make a difference

in the St. Croix Valley.

Shirley Miller-Frey

Josh & Sara Misner

Claudia Morgan

Mary Ann Morgan

David Morris

Richard & Jean Morse
Tamara Murray

Jewel Nelson

Rhett Neuman

Gwen Nickleski

Stuart Nielsen

John Niemi

Peter Nord

Amy Oeth

Brenda Olson

Anita Otteson

Lynn Pagliarini & Ralph Hapness
Lisa Pearson

Margaret Pennings & Dan Guenthner
Kristin Peterson & Steve Cardot
Nealy Petrick

Helene Petty

Traci & Andrew Post

Mary Claire & John H. Potter
Kristin Prideaux

Melissa Proulx

Tim Quarberg

Linda Radimecky

Ann Redig

Myron & Phyllis Reubendale
Jeanette Richards

Mary Richie

Barbara Robinson

Nina Martine Robinson
Susan Rockwood

Karol & Larry Roehrkasse
Steven Rolf

Andy & Patsy Rollwagen
Sue Rowe

Heather & Andrew Rutledge
Joe Samuelson & Myrlah Olson
Jacqueline Savstrom

Diane Scheel

Kate Schneider

Lewis Schnellmann

Emily Schollett

Barbara Schotl

Charlotte Schuld

Susan Schultz

Greg & Katie Seitz

Judy Sell

Dean Shafer

Jill Shannon

James & Kim Shoop

Miriam Simmons

Jean Singer

Suzanne Sisson

Jon Skaalen

Kathy Skon

Vicki Slagle

Linda Snouffer

Megan Sorensen

Erik & Syndie Sorensen
Lorie Spiegel

David Spohn

Todd & Sarah Stivland
Jeff Stonehouse

Jerilyn Strand

Susan Strand-Penman
Deborah Stull-Kinsley
Victoria Styrbicki

Ann & Jim Swanson
Diana & John Swanson
Judith Symalla

Mark & Marcy Syman
JillTammen & David Long
Ruth Thompson-Klabunde
Matt Thueson

Wendi & lvan Tosques
Chris & Jim Trevis

Jessica Turtle

Jon & Nel Van Zee
Marjorie & James Wade
David Waldschmidt
Gracy & John Waugh
Kathy Weinberg

Sara Weiner

Sharon Weiser

Mary Welke

Kenneth Wenzel

Barb Wetzel

Catherine Weyerhaeuser
Nancy & James Whipkey
Betsey Whitbeck & James Nelson
Amber White

Sally Wiedeman & Sue Tuggle
Stephany Wieland

LeAnn Wilkins

Melinda Wolff

Beth Wood

Kirsten Yocum

Jim & Pam Young

Cole Zrostlik

Anonymous

Fred C. and Katherine B.
Andersen Foundation

Hugh J. Andersen Foundation

Arts Midwest

Cummins & Bonestroo Law

First State Bank and Trust

The Howard Family Fund

Journey for Health, LLC

Lakeview Health

Margaret Rivers Fund

MidWestOne Bank

MidWestOne Bank Foundation

National Endowment for the Arts

River Grove Elementary

RBC Wealth Management

RBC Wealth Management Foundation

St. Croix Valley Foundation

Seasons Gallery

Valley Bookseller
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