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ArtReach St. Croix is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to connecting

 the St. Croix Valley community and the 
visual, literary and performing arts.

ArtReach fulfills its mission through partnership 
building and touchstone programs and services: 
Gallery Exhibitions,  Take Me to the River, The Big 
Read,  StCroixSplash.org, The Mobile Art Gallery 
and more. 

Mobile Art Gallery – 2017 marked the first full 
season of programs and outreach for the Mobile 
Art Gallery. With support from the Minnesota 
State Arts Board, the Mobile Art Gallery featured 
Pop-up Performances by local bluegrass en-
semble Blue Hazard at Afton, William O’Brien and 
Interstate Parks.  A Micro-Exhibition, Biome, with 
nature-inspired art was also installed in these 
three locations. Working at the intersection of art 
and nature, the Mobile Art Gallery surprised and 
delighted park visitors with an unexpected cul-
tural experience. 

St. Croix Galleries – Rotating exhibitions in our 
Stillwater galleries bring in 250 visitors a month. 
In the past year, 31 artists have exhibited in juried 
group shows themed around the subtle rhythms 
of nature, fragmentation and unity, and reflec-
tions on daily life. Additionally, this year’s Annual 
Members Show featured 58 artists including 11 
new members. A striking exhibition this year 
featured the artwork of inmates of the Minnesota 
Correctional Facility-Stillwater in conjunction with 
NEA Big Read. This complex show challenged 
viewers and fostered a rare exchange between 
these incarcerated individuals and the larger St. 
Croix Valley community. 

Take Me to the River – Take Me to the River is a 
series of art fairs and festivals that take place in 
September across the St. Croix Valley. Each year, 
ArtReach powers the marketing and communica-
tions efforts to make this event series a success. 
2017 saw the formation of River Valley Potters, a 
collective formed around Take Me to the River stu-
dio sales. ArtReach and the anchor event partners 
saw a robust turnout for the 2017 season, making 
the Valley an arts destination for guests and locals 
alike. 

The NEA Big Read – The Maltese Falcon by Dashi-
ell Hammett was the chosen book for ArtReach’s 
third NEA Big Read grant. Readers celebrated and 
explored this noir classic with programs through-
out the St. Croix Valley.  This year we reached 
11,255 people through the Big Read’s visual arts 
exhibitions at our Stillwater galleries and traveling 
exhibition of specially-commissioned sculptures 
at nine regional libraries. We also reached at least 
270 readers through book discussions and other 
literary programming with our library partners. 
693 people attended various theater performanc-
es and previews, and 483 of those attended Festi-
val Theatre’s comedic twist on a classic whodunit.  

StCroixSplash – Find art events of all kinds hap-
pening in the valley area online at stcroixsplash.
org. This program allows ArtReach to raise the vis-
ibility of what is happening in the St. Croix Valley 
through many art forms. StCroixSplash markets 
events from painting classes to guided nature 
walks, and plenty of programs for kids as well! 
Splash data is syndicated on other websites such 
as DiscoverStillwater.com. In the summer of 2017, 
Splash received a valuable upgrade to make it 
fully-responsive and much more mobile-friendly! 



34%

25%

10%

25%

6%

48%

7%
14%

6%
2%

13%

2%
8%

Board of Directors
 
Gary Kelsey, Chair
Greg Seitz,  Vice-Chair
Jay Higgins, Treasurer
Jessica Bierbrauer
Hannah Bredahl
Guillermo Cuellar
Lois Duffy
Karen Johnston 
Liz Malanaphy
Margaret Pennings 
Tim Quarberg

Contact information
224 N. 4th St. Stillwater, MN 55082 
Phone: 651-439-1465
Email: info@artreachstcroix.org
Website: www.artreachstcroix.org
www.stcroixsplash.org
Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/ArtReachSTX
Twitter: @ArtReachSTX

Balance Sheet

At ArtReach St. Croix we believe the arts are an essen-
tial part of what makes the St. Croix Valley great. Art-
Reach’s regional focus is defined by a river that unites 
the arts and the communities of the lower St. Croix, in 
eastern Minnesota and western Wisconsin. Through 
programs and services we create partnership and in-
crease the visibility of the arts in the area. ArtReach 
builds on the notion that we can do more collectively 
than the artists and arts organization we work with can 
do alone.

Founded in 1992, ArtReach St. Croix began as the River 
Valley Arts Council, a grass roots organization 
focused primarily on the visual arts in the greater 
Stillwater area. Conversations about ArtReach’s
growing role in the Valley set ArtReach St. Croix on a 
path toward becoming a regional arts service and arts 
marketing organization. 

Mission Statement:
ArtReach St. Croix is a non-profit organization whose 
mission is to connect St. Croix Valley communities and 
the arts. ArtReach programs exhibitions and commu-
nity arts events, supports the work of artists and arts 
organizations, and provides arts leadership within the 
St. Croix Valley community.

Costs for Core Programs

Literary Arts
$14,940

Take Me to the River 
$5,907

Visual Arts
$20,904

StCroixSplash 
$3,734

Revenues

Foundation Grants
 $91,000

Other Earned Income
15,681

Corporate Funding
$13,529

Individual Gifts
 $26,766 

Gallery Sales
 $23,994

Fundraising Events  
$10,682

Fiscal Agency Fees 
 $2,865

Memberships
$4,268

Mobile Art Gallery 
$15492



Staff:
Heather Rutlegde – Executive Director
Syndie Sorensen – Program and Marketing Manager
Alana Cuellar - Development and Communications Assistant

Core Volunteers:
Visual Arts Committee – Jenn Anderson, Gil Gragert, Diana 
Hatchitt, Phyllis Hunter, Bev Marx, Barbara Schotl
Literary Arts Committee – Colleen Baldrica, Lynne Bertalmio, 
Aurora Jacobsen, Ed Moersfelder, Traci Post, Denise Stephens, 
Stephani Atkins

Art Reach relies on many other volunteers for events and 
special projects including Take Me to the River, gardening, 
facility maintenance and data entry.  

TRACI POST is a YA author based in Stillwater, Minnesota. She is a freelance editor, 
copywriter and Literary Arts Committee member. Traci has volunteered at ArtReach 

St. Croix for the NEA Big Read since 2015. She has helped interface with library 
and other partners, organized events and championed the program all along the 
way! Traci’s work to support the NEA Big read makes her an essential volunteer at 

ArtReach St. Croix. She also mentors young writers through StoryArk’s Boomsite 
literary magazine.

Behind the Scenes at ArtReach

GUILLERMO CUELLAR is an ArtReach board member, local potter, and 
a host during the internationally-recognized St. Croix Valley Pottery 

Tour. As an ArtReach board member, Guillermo offers insight from the 
perspective of a full time artist living and working in the St. Croix Val-
ley. He is also a member of River Valley Potters, a collective of ceramic 

artists working collaboratively to support each other.

CARA FRAFJORD is a painter and volunteer at ArtReach St. Croix. She special-
izes in small format art, with many pieces only a few inches in size. She was a 
potter and sculptor in her younger years, and now spends her focus primarily 
on encaustic painting. Cara was one of the artists featured in Biome, an exhibi-
tion designed for the Mobile Art Gallery. She was also key in the execution of this 
traveling exhibition, helping ArtReach staff transport the Mobile Art Gallery to 
three different locations in local state parks!  



2017 Supporters

Edie Abnet
Gloria Adrian
Kinji Akagawa & Nancy Gipple
Sherry & Bruce Akins
James Almendinger
Jeff Ambroz
Nance and Michael Anders
Dave and Amy Anderson
Diane and Paul Anderson
Jeffery and Kristie Anderson
Sally Anderson
Jenn Angell
Mark Arps
Stephani Atkins
Gail & Jim Bahner
Caroline Baillon
Colleen & Jim Baldrica
Victoria Barkley
Cheryl Beardslee & Steve Schanback
Cammie and Rob Beattie
Casey Beck
Elizabeth Belz
Matthew Belz
Barb Bend
Lynne Bertalmio & Bill Ersland
Julie Betts
Jessica Bierbrauer
Doug Blanke
Nancy Bode
Bob & Margaret Boettcher
John & Kim Brach
Hannah Bredahl
Joseph Brown
Suzann Brown
Ellen Bruner
Ute Buehler
Nelson Cain
Marilyn Calver and Tim Parker
Polly Carlson
Barb & Tim Casey
Terri Chartrand
Janell Christmann
Morgan Clifford and Timothy Old
Gayle Cmiel
Sue Cranston
“Glass By Pauly 
Attn: Pauly & Debbie Cudd”
Guillermo Cuellar & Laurie MacGregor
Dwight & Becky Cummins
Jennifer Davenport
Kelly Davis
Robert & Jill DeMaster
Diane and Allan Dettmann
Jane Dreis
Debra Dresler
Joe and Lois Duffy
Nick Earl
Harriette and Rich Eastman
Linda Eastman
Elaine and Mike Eastman
Tim Eastman and Carolyn Brown
Wendy and Tom Eck
Kay Ehrhart
Dick Eichten
Robin Ellingson
Karen Engelbretson and Steve Nusbaum
Rebecca Enos
Mimi Exon and Richard McDonough
Judy Fawcett
Wendy Fernstrum
Randy Ferrin and Kathy Trombly-Ferrin
Cara & Bruce Frafjord
Joanne Frank
William Franklin
Elaine Frederickson
JoAnn Frekot
Diane Gamm
Stephen Gates
Beverly Geber Petrie
Martha and Patrick Gerkey
Ernest Gillman
Dianne Ginsberg
Carlota Gonlike
John Goodfellow
Judith Gorfain
Peter and Mary Gove
Amy & Buff Grace
Gil & Kathy Gragert
Kathy Graham
Patricia & Dennis Graham
Laurel Gregorian
Ann Gregory
Paula Gulliford

Muriel Hackney
Gary Noren & Martha Harding
Diana & Terry Hatchitt
Jeff and Lucy Heegaard
Connie Helke
Kali and Jay Higgins
Jim Hollander
Sharon and Tom Hollatz
Angie and Gary Hong
Jenn Hovland
Paul Howe
Han Huisman
Phyllis & David Hunter
Dana Jackson
David Jergenson & Dennis Otremba
Jim & Pat Johnson
Margel Johnson
Orv and Kathy Johnson
Karen and Dean Johnston
Donald & Judy Kadidlo
Nancy Kafka
Jami & Steve Flanagan
Joyce Kapaun
Merrily Karel
Gary Kelsey
Barb and Bill Kinney
Kristin and Jeffrey Klemetsrud
Debe Knowles Erickson
Debra Korluka
Christie Kowalski
Julie and Steve Kramer
Mike Kramer
Susan and Leon Kramer
Monica Krinke
Matthew Krousey
Brad Kruse and Kimberly Faurot
John and Sandra Larson
Madeline Larson
Ann Ledy
Sally and Richard Leider
Lynne LeTart and James Kalb
Liberty
Suzanne Lindgren Dammann
Larry Loyer & Eric Trosdahl
Sarah Lund
Maureen Lundquist
Nancy Lyner
Anna Maakestad
Rita MacDonald
Michaela Mahady
Tracy Maki and John Dybvig
Liz Malanaphy
Bor-Jiin Mao
Karen and Jack Marchese
Beth Marcus
Judy Markham
Jill Marudas
Bev Marx
Michael McGuire
Nancy McLean
Trina McNeely and Garth Morrisette
Greg Miller and Candy Norton
Edward and Karel Moersfelder
David and Sandy Mraz
Amanda Nelson
Paul Nelson
Gwen Nickleski
Stuart Nielsen
John Niemi
John Nuechterlein
Mary O’Brien
Jean and Gary Olson
Noreen and Kevin Olson
Sarah Olson
Anita Otteson
Douglas Padilla & Susan Jacobsen
Kathy Panciera
Sydney Paredes
Lisa Pearson
David Pedersen
Debra Peltier
Margaret Pennings & Dan Guenthner
Angie and Greg Pilgrim
Ali Plevell
Traci & Andrew Post
John H. Potter
Kristin Prideaux
Tim Quarberg
Paul Randall
David and Maria Reamer
Sherrill Reid
Jeanette Richards
S. Walter & Paula Richey
Lily and Ryan Rodgers
Andy and Patsy Rollwagen

Sue Rowe
Karin & Bill Rush
April Rust
Heather & Andrew Rutledge
Diane & Farid Saed
Kathy and Ted Saltzman
Joe Samuelson and Myrlah Olson
Stephen Scallon
Barbara Schotl
Linda Schotl
Charlotte Schuld
Carol Seefeldt
Doug Seitz and Joan Beaver
Greg and Katie Seitz
Lynn & Dean Shafer
Jill Shannon
Jim Shiely
Mandi Siiro
Miriam Simmons
Julie Snidle
Jamie Solberg
Laurel Sorensen
Erik and Syndie Sorensen
David Spencer
David Spohn
Denise and Mike Stephens
Jeff and Kathryn Stonehouse
Jerilyn Strand
Susan Strand-Penman
Ann and Jim Swanson
Diana and John Swanson
Will Swanson & Janel Jacobson
Steven Sweeney
Leslie Tamble
Jill Tammen and David Long
Richard and Lenora Thompson
Matt Thueson
Andrea Tipple
Wendi and Ivan Tosques
Tom Triplett & Vicki Slagle
River Urke
Mary Jo Van Dell
John and Nel Van Zee
Mil Voelker
Marjorie & James Wade
Gracy and John Waugh
Elizabeth Weaver
Sharon Weiser
Philip & Sandra Wendt
Catherine Weyerhaeuser
Nancy and James Whipkey
Brian Wicklund
Katharine Widin
Todd Williams
Ron Winch and Toni Meglitsch
Ann and Steven Wolff
Jim and Pam Young
Haiyan Zhang
Ric and Maureen Cox
James Shoop and Kim Murphy
Kim Schneider
Arts Midwest
Brookside Management Company
Ecolab
First State Bank and Trust
Foley, Kalseim & Co, Ltd.
Fred C. and Katherine B. Andersen Foundation
Gary Kelsey Nonprofit Consulting
HRK Foundation
Hugh J. Andersen Foundation
Images of the Past
Joyful Women Fund
JX Event Venue
Stillwater Medical Group
Margaret Rivers Fund
Metropolitan Regional Arts Council
MidWestOne Bank
RBC Foundation
Rhett Neuman
Seasons on St Croix Gallery
Security State Bank of Marine
St. Croix River Association
St. Croix Valley Foundation
Stillwater & Oak Park Heights CVB
The Dock Cafe
Water Street Inn

ArtReach St. Croix relies on the 
generous support of individuals, 
local businesses and active members. 

To donate please visit:
www.artreachstcroix.org/giving


